Aortic valve perforation due to latent infective endocarditis.
A 64-year-old man underwent aortic valve replacement for aortic regurgitation. The aortic valve was perforated in the noncoronary cusp. Pathological findings showed that the perforation probably occurred due to infective endocarditis. However, the patient had no obvious inflammatory signs preoperatively, to suggest latent infective endocarditis.